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From the Vicar……. 
 
So, it isn’t the start to the New Year that we were all thinking 
of. However, if we are to believe what we are told, there may 
be a little bit of light as we look through the long tunnel that 
we still find ourselves in. Our journey still continues and I am 
reminded of the race between the ‘Hare and the Tortoise’. Our 
life will change, whether things go back to normal or move for-
ward to normal is indeed a choice we will ultimately make. As a 
church community we have been engaging with more people 
through our online services who are not regular ‘church going’ 
members than in mission and outreach in the recent past. Will 
we see you in church when we are open again and the re-
strictions on face masks and singing are revoked? The answer 
maybe yes or maybe no. I have been told that there is a differ-
ence between engaging with church when you can fit it in rather 
than on a Sunday morning. Our online service gets viewed (and I 
hope joined in with) on a Monday evening. So how should we en-
gage with God’s children and how should God’s children respond 
to the church communities after the pandemic is over? 
 
That is a question that I am sure we could keep us going for the 
next few months in coming up with an answer. The truth of the 
matter lies within the response we let our souls have. I say that 
as we spend time making sure our bodies are well, we feed them, 
we water them, we exercise them and when they are unless we 
medicate and rest them. We make our minds work as well, and 
as we get a bit older we do things to keep our minds working 
well. So how about our souls? We should look after them just as 
well. It is hard with a busy life, families and all the things that 
have become excuses (some are very good) for us to put our 
souls on hold. So we need to give our souls the time and energy 
it needs and deserves. In return the church needs to respond 
to the knowledge that Sunday isn’t the ‘one day fits all’ method. 
 
 In this month we have Ash Wednesday the beginning of the 
church season of Lent. The COVID advice for churches who are 
having public acts of worship is to throw the ash onto someone’s 
head and to say the words "Remember that you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return." I am not sure that this would work as for 
me growing up it was always the sign of the cross itself being  

From the Vicar... 
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@ Grapevine 

 
Copy deadline for the March edition is Saturday 20th Feb. 
Please send any news items, articles, events, diary entries to 
tarvingrapevine@gmail.com 
 
The Parish Calendar is available on the parish website 
 www.tarvinparish.com 
 
We are also making the Grapevine available in digital format as 
a pdf download from the parish facebook page. 

placed on the forehead.  I totally understand why (for obvious 
reasons) a cross cannot be ashed on the forehead. It is the 
personal approach that is then missing, and this is what has 
been felt with worship on the phone, tablet or computer. It has 
been just us and God, the personal 1-2-1 of worship.  
 
It is different as we move forward, the starvation of being 
able to meet with people may I hope, drive us to want to be an-
ywhere we can with other people. So our churches in the village 
maybe full, just as they can be around Christmastime.  
 
Expectations may get in the way, the expectations churches 
may have of welcoming people into the building both old an new. 
Also that the service online maybe the same as that on a Sun-
day! The reality is that we need to feed our souls just as we 
take care of our bodies and our minds. The church is there to 
help, but it is the ‘I’ that does the work. It is the me that 
needs to keep ourselves in check.  
 
Lent is the time of the churches calendar year where we re-
mind ourselves that we have a soul that needs a check-up and a 
M.O.T. Just like we keep an eye on our bodies and our minds, it 
is our soul that needs time too. Let us give our souls what they 
need, wait, let us give our souls what they deserve. So for 40 
days of lent, feed the soul, clean the soul and prepare it for 
Easter.  
          Adam 
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Church Services 

It is with great sadness that the Parochial Church Council has taken the 
decision to suspend public worship until the 21st of February. This will 
be reviewed in the weeks leading up to the 21st so that we can confirm 
this date in plenty of time. 
“The decision was made in respect of the rising cases of COVID 19 
in our area and the great strain that the Countess of Chester Hos-
pital is under at this time.” 
 
This means that the church is closed for Public Worship and Private 
Prayer. We will however remain open for Funerals in accordance with 
the guidelines from both the Church of England and Government 
(subject to changes).  
 
The vicarage number is still the contact for the Help Scheme, 
(01829740354) for errands or shopping or someone to talk to. We also 
have volunteers who are offering a lift for anyone who is able to have a 
vaccine and needs transport to the venue. 
 
We are still continuing our online services at 10.15am on a Sunday Morn-
ing through Facebook and YouTube accessible through our website: 
www.tarvinparish.co.uk. 
 
Our Sunday service is also available through an audio phone line, please 
call 01829708989. 
 
At 10.45am on Sunday mornings whilst worship is suspended there will 
be a zoom catch up and coffee for those who can join.  
 
We have moved our Wednesday morning prayer at 9.15am to a zoom 
session.  
 
On a Thursday evening we are also sharing ‘Compline’ on a Thursday 
evening at 8.30pm. 
 
For the  details to join any of these online zooms, please email Ad-
am on tarvinparish@gmail.com for the link and meeting codes. If 
you do not have computer, tablet or smartphone then all these 
events can be accessed from a telephone and details of how to do 
that can be shared. Please call 01829740354 for more information 
in connection to joining by a telephone. 
Our YouTube channel and FaceBook link are: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCThRXPAeCh42c61vATgwKHw 
https://www.facebook.com/Tarvin-Parish-133829400000072 

http://www.tarvinparish.co.uk
mailto:tarvinparish@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCThRXPAeCh42c61vATgwKHw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCThRXPAeCh42c61vATgwKHw
https://www.facebook.com/Tarvin-Parish-133829400000072
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Church flowers 

Thank you to all the ladies who supplied and arranged our beautiful 
Christmas flowers. St Andrews looked lovely. 
 
Any one wishing to make a donation towards alter flowers in memory 
of a loved one please contact Sandra Tel. 749310. 

Grapevine News 

Many of our Grapevine readers will know that Paul Mercer took over as 
Editor in 2019 and has seen us through the rough times of 2020.  
Now in 2021 Paul is to combine the role with that of Grapevine Treas-
urer. 
Eric Plenderleath has decided to retire as Treasurer, one he has held 
for over 16 years. 
Eric has been a most diligent treasurer, a role which not only meant 
collecting and banking subscriptions, producing annual accounts but 
also liaising with our advertisers. 
The PCC wish to offer their most grateful thanks to Eric for his long 
service and to Paul for taking up the challenge of combining the two 
roles. 
 
If you would like to contribute to the content of the Grapevine either 
as an individual or to offer reports and news of community group 
meetings and events please contact us. Copy deadline is 20th of each 
month  
  
NEW from February 2021 a virtual copy of every edition will be availa-
ble free to download from a variety of community websites and social 
media sites. 
In addition this printed subscription copy will continue to be available 
to those who prefer to receive the Grapevine in this format and fur-
ther subscriptions will be encouraged to increase the printed circula-
tion. 
For more information about Tarvin Grapevine 
    Tel: 01829 309306 
    Email: tarvingrapevine@gmail.com 
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CHESHIRE LEGAL 
 

LADY WITH 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE  
AS A WELFARE RIGHTS OFFICER WOULD LIKE 

TO HELP YOU INCREASE YOUR INCOME  
BY UP TO £332.40 A MONTH. 

ARE YOU AGED 65 OR OLDER / 
AND HAVE HEALTH PROBLEMS. 

 
IF THE ANSWER IS YES 

 
THEN YOU COULD BE MISSING OUT.  
YOUR OTHER INCOME OR CAPITAL 

IS ABSOLUTELY NOT AFFECTED 
 

FOR MORE DETAILS PHONE 
TEL; 01829 741600 OR 07541 185848. 
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If your insurance is up for renewal, please check this 
out, yes we could get £130 if you take your insurance 
with them. 
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IAN LITTLER PHARMACY 
THE COBBLES, 28 HIGH STREET, TARVIN. 

Web: www.littlerpharmacy.com E-mail: ianlittler.pharmacy@npanet.co.uk 

Tel: 01829 741880 
 

Common ailments don’t always need the doctor’s attention. 
At your Pharmacy you can buy everything your family could need for dealing with  

minor medical emergencies - and won’t need an appointment. 
 

Our advice is friendly, free and confidential 
And will see you quickly on the road to recovery 

 

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
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Reasons to be cheerful. Breathe in the grace of God.                                                                         
One bright red berry caught, gleaming, in the sun, silhouetted 
against a grey sky; a blue tit perched on the slenderest twig. 
We have passed the shortest day!                                                                                           
The snow was very pretty especially if you didn’t have to go out in it 
and we may see some more! It was good to see toboggans out on the 
hill in Kelsall, though it was probably more mud than snow!                                                                  
“See amid the winter snow, born for us on earth below,                                                   
see the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years.” 
 
Staying afloat. Breathe in the peace of God. 
We never really know the true impact we have on those around us. 
We will mostly never know how much someone needed that smile you 
gave them. We never know how much our kindness turned someone’s 
life around.  We may never know how that quick phone call to keep in 
touch, made someone’s day. So don’t wait to be kind, especially now, 
in Lockdown again.  Just be kind because you never know how much 
it is needed.                                                                                                                 
The Archbishop of Canterbury posted on Facebook, that staying at 
home, wearing a mask, keeping your distance, and washing your 
hands is loving your neighbour. So let’s all keep loving our neigh-
bours, it is one thing we can all do. We may be afraid of what is 
coming next as life seems out of our control at present (and we like 
to be in control!) If we can hand control over to God, we won’t be so 
afraid of what comes next because we will be OK. Trust in him, with 
God behind you his arms beneath you, you can face whatever lies 
ahead of you. 

“Will you let me be your servant?                                                                                      

Let me be as Christ to you                                                                                            

Pray that I may have the grace                                                                                                               

To let you be my servant too.” 
 
 
Bobbin’ along. Breathe in the love of God.                                                                                           
“We are pilgrims on the journey 
We are travellers on the road 
We are here to help each other 
Walk the mile and bear the load.” 

Curates Corner 
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There have been many images of this time as being a storm and 
though we are all in different boats we are sailing through the same 
storm. A powerful picture. But some people love storms, they relish 
the challenge of the thunder, the power of the lightning and the 
buffeting of the wind. For others, the noise and tumult is frighten-
ing and they feel unsafe even in their boat. And then, some have 
yachts and some have canoes. I pray that God is in charge of your 
boat whether you are facing the wind or crouching in the bottom. 
Have faith. Faith isn’t about asking God to stop the storm, faith is 
trusting God to help you through the storm. 
 
 
Will your anchor hold?                                                                                         
‘The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trust in him, 
and I am helped’ Psalm 28.7                                                                                                   
“I will hold the Christ light for you           
In the night time of your fear                 
I will hold my hand out to you 
Speak the peace you long to hear.” 
 
A blessing by Jan Richardson, from her book “Circle of 
Grace” (Wanton Gospeller Press © 1989)                                                                                              
Blessed are you who bear the light in unbearable times,                                                                
who testify to its endurance amid the unendurable,                                                           
who bear witness to its persistence                                                                                         
when everything seems in shadow and grief.                                                            
Blessed are you in whom the light lives,                                                                                  
in whom the brightness blazes –                                                                                     
your heart a chapel, an altar,                                                                                              
where in the deepest night can be seen the fire that shines forth in 
you in unaccountable faith, in stubborn hope,                                                                                
in love that illumines every broken thing it finds. 

“I will weep when you are weeping 

When you laugh, I'll laugh with you 

I will share your joy and sorrow 

Till we've seen this journey through.” 

Keep safe,                                                                                                                 

       Love and prayers,                                                                                                   

       Barbara 
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Weekly reflections 

           Week 1 
Almighty God,  
you have created the heavens and the earth  
and made us in you own image:  
teach us to discern your hand in all your works  
and your likeness in all your children;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who with you and Holy Spirit  
reigns supreme over all things,  
now and ever.  
Amen. 
 
Bible Reading – Matthew 6 25-end 
 
Verse 34 says ‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring 
worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today. 
 
I wander how many of us have experienced this, but still we keep on worry-
ing about tomorrow rather than concentrating on seeing today. With that 
we sometimes miss the here and now. The subtleties of today. I have been 
reminded recently of ‘snow days’, when everything was put on hold for a play 
in the snow. (There is snow on the ground as I write this) There are mo-
ments when we have to put all things on hold, to appreciate the now, today. 
There are times when we worry about, food, shelter and water, as these are 
the basic needs of living. It is true that still in our world many do not have 
these things. God has given them freely, and it is humanity that has not 
shared them equally. Righteousness, that is the good that comes from God, 
is given individually ready for us to take hold of, to hold close and to enjoy. 
In order for us to have faith in God, to hold onto his goodness, is appreciat-
ing what we have today. We spend so much time seeing, talking about what 
we don’t have and what we need. We can see clearly today, if we look, what 
we have. The Subtleties, a phone call with a friend, a good cup of tea, a vac-
cine (in turn). These are the good things that we have. So let us have faith 
in God and faith in ourselves to cease the day ‘carpe diem’, let us appreciate 
what we have today, even the worries that it brings. Jesus tells us that is 
enough for us to cope with, enough for us to share with him. 
 
Prayers for Week 1 
 
For those working at home: 
May my work be faithful, may my work be honest. 
May my work be blessed, may my work bless others, 
This day and always.                                                                                                
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



13 

For those going out to work 
Keep me safe Lord as I go out today. Bless to me, O God, everything my 
eye shall see and my hand shall do. Bless to me, O God, everything my brain 
shall think, the place where I work and the equipment I shall use. Be in the 
interruptions and the setbacks; be in the success and progress.   Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For those home schooling 
We thank you Lord for the hard work of our teachers. If we struggle to 
keep our children on task, may it help us appreciate the complex role that 
is a teacher! Grant us patience, may we enjoy learning with our children and 
helping them through their education. May we also enjoy the ‘playtimes!’ 
Amen 
 
           Week 2 
Ash Wednesday 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
you hate nothing that you have made 
and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: 
create and make in us new and contrite hearts 
that we, worthily lamenting our sins 
and acknowledging our wretchedness, 
may receive from you, the God of all mercy, 
perfect remission and forgiveness; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Bible Reading – John 8 1-11 
 
Verse 7b ‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a 
stone at her’ 
 
So how many of us take time in our day to judge others, by what they 
might wear or speak. We also judge others by what they have or have not 
done. An email not returned (within the space of minutes) a message left 
and no reply. There has been of late a number of online messages about not 
being able to be in the shoes of others. I am sure that some of you will 
have read the passage from the bible and already judged this woman, may 
even still judge her by the end of the passage that we have today. Jesus 
asked her to sin no more. It is interesting that not one of the pious men 
who wanted to stone the woman to death was left, indicating that not one 
of them had never sinned. As well as teaching us not to judge this passage 
delves deeper into our soul. It encourages us to acknowledge that we sin.  
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A thought an action that is not in line with our faith, a cross word or a judge-
ment of others will happen, and we are in no position to criticize others when 
we have been or are at fault ourselves. The wisdom of Jesus is this passage is 
something we would all like to grasp. The calm approach when others are trying 
to ‘catch him out’. We are all sinners and Jesus asks us to follow him and sin no 
more. Let us be kind to each other as Jesus was kind, as we begin this season 
of Lent, let us pray that God will walk with us as we deal with our own sins and 
strive to be less judgemental about others and ourselves. 
 
Prayers for Week 2 
A prayer for ourselves 
Thank you Lord that I am yours. Help me to remember through all this anxiety 
and difficulty to remember that I am precious to you. Help me to take care of 
myself, to be aware of my ups and downs and not to be impatient about things 
not done. Help me to know I am worth the quiet moment, I am worth the time 
it takes. Teach me to be gentle and love myself as you love me.                                                                                                
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
So do not fear, I am with you, do not be dismayed for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
(Isaiah 41.10) 
 
We pray for our families and friends, keep them safe Lord. We are looking 
forward to the time when we can all celebrate together. Be with those who are 
struggling with illness or disability, give them your peace. Amen 
 
           Week 3 
Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness, 
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: 
give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; 
and, as you know our weakness, 
so may we know your power to save; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Bible Reading – Mark 1 9-15 
 
Verse 12 ‘And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness’ 
 
I am sure we have all been there in the wilderness, probably being tempted by 
Satan, maybe without the feeling that angles were waiting on us. I am sure we 
could have a great debate about it and maybe even compare to whose wilder-
ness was the worst. That isn’t really the point. How often we dismiss the need 
of help. We try so hard not to ask, we don’t want to burden anyone or we ex-
pect everyone to be intuitive and read our minds to understand our needs. In 
the main the majority of humanity wants to help their fellow person.  
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The difficultness is that also in the main the majority of people who need 
help wont except it. It is if you would indulge me a feeling of ‘helplessness’. 
Jesus didn’t choose to go into the wilderness for 40 days with no food or wa-
ter, but that is what happened. He didn’t choose for Satan to temp him over 
those days but that is what happened. Angels came and tended to him after 
Satan left him. Why, the question I ask is what was this for? Is it to make us 
understand that Jesus has endured that feeling of being abandoned and being 
on his own? Jesus has experienced the wilderness of life, just as we do. Jesus 
will have been scared, physically, physiologically and emotionally by his time in 
the wilderness. It is the Angels that come and tend to his wounds, to bandage 
what they can and to get him better for what is to come. We can be Angels to 
those around us, we can see the wounds of others and bandage them. The dif-
ficulty to all Angels are the wounds we can not see, the scars that have be-
come hidden. Being helped is something that does not come natural to most of 
us, yet if Jesus, in all his wisdom, understanding, divinity and strength allowed 
Angels to tend to him. Then maybe we can allow others to tend to us, not in 
our despair and helplessness, but in our rebuilding and restrengthening for 
the next chapter of our lives that we find ourselves in. 
 
Prayers for Week 3 
We thank you Lord and pray for all those working so hard and devotedly in 
hospitals, the doctors and nurses, ambulance crews, porters and cleaners, for 
the Chaplain and team. We pray for their safety and resilience. We pray for 
those working to ensure we are fed, farmers, packers, delivery drivers and 
shop staff. We thank you Lord for all that they do. Help us to remember to 
say a big thank you when we meet them.                          
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray Lord for all those in our Government, with so much responsibility for 
difficult decisions. Give them wisdom and insight, care and compassion. Help 
us to play our part in defeating this virus. Amen 
 
           Week 4 
Almighty God, 
who called your servant David 
to be a faithful and wise steward of your mysteries for the people of Wales: 
in your mercy, grant that, 
following his purity of life and zeal for the gospel of Christ, 
we may with him receive the crown of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Bible Reading – John 15 9-17 
 
Verse 15 ‘ I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father’ 
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The Paton Saint of Wales, is David and the 1st of March is the day set aside 
to think of him and what he did. There are a lot of legends about St David, 
but little known about the Bishop himself. It is reported that he set up 10 
monasteries and was influential in a Celtic tradition of spirituality that 
slipped over the border into England. It is reported that he took cold baths 
and ate only Bread and drank only Water. He devoted his tome to mercy and 
acts of charity. I am sure just like Jesus he would call us friends and not 
servants. He would divulge all his plans to us and not store them up. I am 
minded to think of the hymn ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ Maybe it 
needs a little twist? ‘Jesus has a friend in me now’. What does a friendship 
mean? There when needed, but not always in their pocket every day. Some-
one to lean on when times are troubled and someone to rejoice with when 
good news abounds. This is the relationship Jesus wants to have with us. To 
call on us when others are in need, to be the physical action in faith when 
Jesus cannot physically be there. To know the plan and be part of the plan, 
to think for ourselves as friends together rather than always turn back for 
guidance. I sometimes think that faith is a little bit like riding a bike. In 
the initial stages someone is there to help, to give us a nudge enable us to 
balance before motion occurs. Eventually we have to try and set off on our 
own, with the knowledge that we can do it. Then the cycling gets more diffi-
cult and we need a bit of help once more, to do a wheely or jump off a ridge, 
or just to get air born. Eventually again we are able to go it alone but with 
better skills. It is true in our friendship with Jesus. As friends we support 
each other, Jesus us and we him with the common objective of the plan. 
That is to make disciples of the nations and to enable the gift of faith to 
grow in everyone who chooses to be his friend. . 
 
Prayers for Week 4 
Blessed are you, Lord of all creation. You have called us out of darkness into 
light. Open our eyes to your presence, our ears to your call. Open our hearts 
to your love, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
The Lord is here, His Spirit is with us.                                                                                   
We need not fear, His Spirit is with us.                                                                      
We abide in peace, His Spirit is with us.                                                                          
We are immersed in love, His Spirit is with us.                                                               
We continue in hope, His Spirit is with us.                                                                                 
We rejoice in faith, His Spirit is with us.                                                                                   
Lord help us to know that you are here and with us now,                                   
that your Spirit is with us and abides with us always. Amen  
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Community Centre News 

All is quiet at the Community Centre now. There were plans for a gen-
tle start to the new year with about 10 organisations ready to com-
mence classes, but these plans have had to be postponed. Like every-
one else, the Committee is hunkered down and holding its breath. 
But there is still some activity as Chris Leavy, the Caretaker contin-
ues to work. He has completed the refurbishment of the old Oil Tank 
storage room into a bright and clean space that will be valuable in 
years to come. The Committee is talking to Cheshire Rural Touring 
Arts about storing some of their mobile staging units, enabling the 
Centre to have access to a modern and flexible way of maximising au-
dience and performance space for theatre in the Hall. The Committee 
would also like to thank residents Clive Smith and John Bloomfield for 
their input. 
Chris has also had to spend some time dealing with the effects of a 
leaking roof, which has suffered from the recent bad weather. The 
Committee has discussed this problem at some length with CW&C and 
are hopeful that a long tern solution may be forthcoming in the next 
financial year. 
However, that may be delayed as the Professional Centre staff, who 
occupied the other half of the building, have recently moved out. The 
Committee is obviously interested in what the long-term plans for 
this space might be. CW&C will be looking extremely hard at how it 
uses its office space efficiently given the effects of the pandemic 
and budgetary demands it faces. The Committee has made a detailed 
report on the Community Centre to the Council group that is under-
taking the review. This issue may take some time to resolve but Tarv-
in can be assured that the Committee will push very hard to have its 
opinions and requirements taken into account. 
On a lighter note, plans are beginning to be made to create a 
‘community celebration’ in the summer, possibly at the same time as 
the Fete. Probably based around music, such a celebration would allow 
us all to come together and enjoy some fun. Fingers crossed! 
To keep up with the new from the Community Centre, go to 
www.tarvincommunitycentre.org or www.facebook.com/tarvincc  New 
can also be found on www.tarvinonline.org and on noticeboards round 
the village. Call 01829 741962 if you wish to book the Centre 

http://www.tarvincommunitycentre.org
http://www.facebook.com/tarvincc
http://www.tarvinonline.org
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St Peter’s CE School, Duddon. 
 

This is our church school and has a close relationship with our 
church community.  

 
 

The school motto is: 
“Be the Best you can be” 

 
 

The School has a nursery which is part of the Foundation Unit 
and Reception is taught alongside the nursery unit. 

 

Treetops has a younger group ‘Treetots’ that meet weekly on 
Wednesdays at 9am, 

 
For more information about the school please call: 

01829 781366 
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P Dodd Roofing 

 And Building  
 
 

6 Millside Close Tarvin Chester Cheshire CH3 8DN Tel 
01829749160 mobile 07855782083 

 
 

New To Tarvin Area 
35 years in the roofing business  
From 1 loose tile to complete re-roof. 
Guttering/pointing/fascia boards/flat roofing 
Rubber roofing/fascias cleaned/windows cleaned 
Rubbish removal 
Tel works                         07855782083 
Home no                          01829-749160 
 
 
 

Registered Office; 33 Chester Road West, 
Queensferry, Deeside, Flintshire, CH5 1SA 

Registered in England & Wales Number 4479466 
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Tarvin News and Post 
Office 

Tel: 01829 458399 
• 7 day delivery of News and  

• Magazines 

• National Lottery Agent 

• Stationary 

• Office Stockists of Orchard  
 Educational Toys and Puzzles 

• Wide selection of greeting cards 

• Banking Services 

• Bill Payments 

• Foreign Currency and Holiday In-
surance 

• Other usual Post Office Services 
 

Please support your Post Office 

 
To advertise in this magazine please email: 

tarvingrapevine@gmail.com 
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FINEST QUALITY FARM FRESH MILK 
Finest quality milk including Organic Milk 

ALSO EGGS, BREAD, FRUIT JUICE, WATER ETC. 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT MILKMAN 

So don’t delay call us today to set up your regular delivery 
Tel: TARVIN 01829 740272 

C.R.F  
SWIMMING POOLS 

 

Stockist and installers of: 
Above Ground Pools      Below Ground Pools 
Pool Enclosures      Display Swimming Pools 

Pool Heating Systems 
Chemicals and Accessories   Pool / Lake liners 

 
Duddon Lodge, Duddon, Nr Tarporley, 

Cheshire CW6 0EP 
Tel: 01829781379 

Www.crfswimmingpools.co.uk 

 

T.H.LIGHTFOOT & SONS 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A 24 hour personal and caring service giving 
dignity and respect with traditional values. 

Dedicated Chapel of Rest - Monumental Service 
Pre-arranged funeral and prepaid funeral plans. 

 

 
111 High Street 

Tarporley 
Cheshire 

CW6 0AY 
Telephone 01829 733808 

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
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Ashton Hayes and Tarvin Flower Club:  
Do you like flowers and enjoy meeting people?  Why not join us for an 
evening of entertainment as you watch a skilled flower arranger  
demonstrate their art.  All arrangements are raffled so you may even 
take one home with you! We usually meet in Tarvin Community Centre, 
on the second Wednesday of every month at 7.30 p.m., (except August 
and December) and you would be assured of a friendly welcome. During 
the Covid lockdowns more Information from 01829 740832 or 01829 
740473  
 
Tarvin Women’s Institute  
Tarvin WI are still unable to hold our regular monthly meetings 
but we are learning to navigate our way around the virtual world 
of Zoom and taking part in the various talks organised by the 
Cheshire Federation of WIs.  
If you are interested and would like further details please contact 
Margaret Matthews telephone 01829 741081 - we would love to hear 
from you. 
 
Tarvin Meeting Point.  
A group of lively minded women who meet fortnightly  in members 
homes to discuss a wide variety of topics, both serious and light-
hearted. Keep your mind buzzing! For Further information during the 
current lockdowns contact Sue Hardacre on 01829 741962 
 
Ash-worth Time bank 
If you are either over 60, a carer, have recently suffered bereave-
ment, are a single parent or maybe have been made redundant, you are 
welcome to attend our free therapy sessions which include For details 
Caroline or Sue on 01829 751398. www.ash-worthtime.org.uk or email 
ashworthtime@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
 

Community Newsround 
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Woodland Notes — February 

The Trustees, members and volunteers of Tarvin Community 
Woodland Trust send everyone in Tarvin their very best 

wishes for a happy, healthy and, especially, 
 a Covid-free 2021. 

 
A new year in the woodland. 
In so many ways, 2020 was a strange year for everyone.  And yet, 
with minimal attention, the woodland has survived and, indeed, 
thrived.  During the same period, it has proved its true value as a 
refuge, an accessible green oasis within the village, a place for exer-
cise which is local and keeps within the travel limits placed upon us by 
lock-down.  Indeed, now that we are in the middle of winter, it is 
clear to see the “social distancing” strips that have been developed 
alongside the footpath by the feet of people who have moved apart 
to protect others.  The last few months have also been exceptionally 
wet and so, in many places, there is often an unusual amount of mud 
around the path and this is not helping the grass to cope with the un-
usually heavy footfall.  It will be interesting to see how the grass re-
covers in the spring! 
In addition to the squirrels being constantly busy (to the perpetual 
annoyance of Bertie, our wheaten terrier), the woodland’s resident 
population of moles is now using any milder weather as an opportunity 
to extend their networks of tunnels in order to be able to catch more 
worms, beetles and other soil creatures.  The hazel catkins are start-
ing to swell, although they will not release their pollen until the tiny, 
red-tipped, bud-like female flowers are ready.  The daffodils along 
Hockenhull Lane (planted by Mona Thomas in memory of Meurig) are 
growing well, although not yet showing buds.  By the time you read 
this, they should be flowering splendidly.  I do hope that everyone 
will be able to resist the temptation to pick them (or, even worse, to 
vandalise them) so that they are there for everyone to enjoy and to 
show us all that spring is well and truly on its way.  And, during Feb-
ruary, we should see our snowdrops flowering all across the woodland.  
I think that, for such a small and delicate plant to be able to cope 
with the exigencies of the climate and to flower, whatever the 
weather might present it with, is little short of miraculous!  The huge 
number of snowdrop plants we have is due to two things.  Firstly the 
ability of each tiny snowdrop bulb to produce tiny bulbils around it, 
each of which will, over several years, gradually grow into a bulb.  
This bulb will then flower, so that the original flowering bulb be-
comes the centre of a whole clump of snowdrops.   
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The second part of the process happens thanks to the hard work and 
perseverance of our woodland volunteers.  Once the snowdrops have fin-
ished flowering each year, they go in and lift the clumps of snowdrops, 
carefully separating the bulbs and then replanting each bulb at a small 
distance from its fellows.  Once re-planted, it, in turn, will begin to de-
velop its own bulbils.  In this way, the snowdrops will gradually form a 
white carpet across the woodland floor at exactly the time when the 
days are at their gloomiest, when everything seems dead and we really 
need something to brighten our days.  I’m sure we are all grateful that 
they are there! 
 
A gift for the woodland. 
We were recently surprised to be the recipients of a quantity of special-
ist woodland management kit.  It had come from a villager who had been 
involved in working in woodlands but is no longer doing so and has gener-
ously decided to pass the equipment over to us.  All of these items will 
be of great usefulness in helping us to carry out our task of managing 
the woodland. It is also true that they will enable us to avoid some of 
the expenditure which would doubtless become necessary as our existing 
implements age.  Such events – when Tarvin folk “bear us in mind” when 
items are being disposed of – are most welcome, and we thank the do-
nors most sincerely for them.  You are very generous people! 
 
Night-time noises in the woodland. 
It has been reported that strange noises that have been heard within 
the woodland in the small hours of the morning.  The first of these have 
been unearthly and blood-curdling sounds coming from somewhere 
amongst the trees.  Fortunately the hearer did not telephone the Police 
because, while people should not be using the woodland at such times, we 
do know that our local foxes do.  These spine-chilling screams are the 
love calls of female foxes (called vixens).  Their move into more urban 
areas means that foxes are now seen more frequently and it is perhaps 
unsurprising that more of us are hearing their mating calls in the dead of 
night – usually in late December or January, while we are tucked snugly 
in bed.  A dog fox, the male, makes a raucous triple bark and it is the 
vixens (the females) that make the loud wailing screams. 
The other noise reported within the woodland is quite different.  It is 
more of a “hohohoooooo…. hoo.. hoo.. hoo.. hohohoooooo….  This is the 
classic call (sometimes represented as “twit twoo”) of a Tawny Owl  and 
indicates the presence of another visitor to our woodland!  Unlike Barn 
Owls, which hunt mostly across fields, Tawny Owls live largely at the 
edges of woodlands and prey on small mammals such as Wood Mice and 
Bank Voles, although they will hunt Field Voles if areas of prey-rich 
grassland are available within their territory.  It is good to know that 
Tawny Owls have begun to include our woodland within the area that 
they patrol. 
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Both foxes and Tawny Owls are most welcome – although being noc-
turnal (moving around and feeding at night), we cannot expect to have 
any more than a very occasional and fleeting glimpse of them.  Thank 
you to those villagers who passed on the news to us!  Who knows what 
other discoveries the year 2021 may bring? 
 
Our website. 
Everything that is going on in the woodland is well documented on our 
very extensive (and frequently updated – especially in pandemics!) 
website.  Do ‘visit’ us at:- www.tarvincommunitywoodland.org 
 
 
Charles Bradley  
4, Andrew’s Close, Tarvin, Chester.   
CH3 8LN. (01829) 741172 

 

Tarvin Women’s Institute 

Despite the frustrations of the past year and the loss of our regular 
monthly meetings, clubs and activities the members of Tarvin WI 
have managed to keep in touch with each other.  Many have embraced 
new technology (WhatsApp, Zoom, Facetime, Email) and reconnected 
with old and made new friends.  Enjoyment has been found in new and 
forgotten skills and rediscovering the joys of completing a jigsaw, a 
half completed jumper or craft project.  
It must be said that the ladies of Tarvin WI are a resourceful and 
enthusiastic bunch of ladies.  
GOOD NEWS: with the roll out of the vaccines it is looking like we 
will be sitting in the Edna Rose Room, in the not-too-distant future, 
sharing our lockdown stories with a cup 
of tea and a delicious piece of cake. Till then, take care, stay safe and 
keep smiling. 

Margaret Matthews, President Tarvin WI 

http://www.tarvincommunitywoodland.org
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 Vicar 
 
 
 
Curate 

Parish Website:   www.tarvinparish.com  

Revd Adam Friend, 01829 740354   or    07984003665 
The Vicarage, Church Street, Tarvin, CH3 8EB                                             
Email address: tarvinparish@gmail.com 
 
Revd Barbara King                  01244 300756                                           

Clergy  Donald Marr            741302 
 

Richard Tuckwell        
732732 

Readers  Mary Burgess          740716  Jo Richards               
741474   

Ron Fuller               740559  Colin Haworth  
07584419348    

Parish Wardens 
 

David Ferguson, 39 Deansway, Tarvin                       741192                                                             
Peter Ladd, 4 Smithy Court, Clotton                        781788 

SA  Director of Music 
       Verger 
        Bell Tower Captain 

Ken Fayle 
Sandra Turner 
Colin Haworth  

07711058835 
749310 

07584419348  

PCC           Treasurer 

                   Secretary 

David Caddell 740554 

Jane Holmes 740564 

Treasurer 
Secretary 

(Currently Peter Ladd) Volunteers Welcome 
Pat Briscoe 

 
732515 

Safeguarding Officer Jenny Burkhill-Howarth 740319 

Women’s Group Rev Barbara King  

Grapevine  Paul Mercer     tarvingrapevine@gmail.com 309306 

Gift Aid David Caddell  

Z Team (Churchyard) John Plant 740057 

 
Tarvin Parish, St Andrew’s and St Peter’s takes its duty and obligation to protect 
all extremely seriously. We have adopted the national Church of England's robust 
procedures and guidelines. You can find out more about the national policies and 
procedures at www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding. If you have any safeguard-
ing concerns or issues of a safeguarding matter then you can find useful contact 
information at www.chester.anglican.org/social-responsibility/safeguarding 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.churchofengland.org%2Fsafeguarding&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe51ea1618a848ae419c08d69ff090e4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636872252903943374&sdata=kx9Ns0yif4MoFZO%2FQyOKHi7L8vLxKGLJ
https://www.chester.anglican.org/social-responsibility/safeguarding/


28 


