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125 years have come and gone since the ‘grapevine’, the parish maga-
zine was first written. Time is something we think about when we look 
at anniversaries and special occasions. I when I was younger marking 
my 16th birthday and my 18th. I was glad I celebrated my 16th as it was 
not long after that when my father passed away. Celebrating when we 
can is quite important as we never know what the next week or month 
or years will bring. I am a bit of a pepsi max addict, and the motto of 
one of the commercials was to ‘live life to the max’. This month we 
remember the day that her majesty Queen Elizabeth, became the 
queen. The 6th of February 1952. An not unexpected day to come even 
if an unexpected time, I am sure that there was great hope that this 
wouldn’t have been whilst the King and future Queen were so young. 
This is the 70th year of her majesty’s reign, as of the 6th of February. 
If you would like to join us on Sunday the 6th of February to remem-
ber this occasion then please do.  
Time is a constant when everything around you changes. It has cer-
tainly been a challenging couple of years, and all those plans, changed. 
I have recently been taking some time to look back at photographs, 
both digital and on photo paper, yes I’m old enough to be pre digital. 
It is nice to look back on memories that are hidden in the brain some-
where as well as those which I must have buried so deep, when I don’t 
recognise when something was taken. These memories are very im-
portant to us, recoding them so they are not forgotten is also very 
valuable. Looking back at memories brings us a smile, a wave of happi-
ness in our minds and lives. The catch of this is still living towards the 
future with the memories of the past. Embracing what comes new, 
whatever, or wherever it may be. Ready to make the best of what you 
are given. This is what time teaches us. In faith time does not stand 
still either, it continues to shape us, change us, transform us into the 
people of God, children of God we are going to be. 
 
 

Advance Notice…... 
Lent Groups and Ash Wednesday 
On Ash Wednesday there will be a service at 6.30pm in St Andrew’s 
Church, with the imposition of ashes. Please do come along if you 
would like to. 
 
Lent Groups will be starting in March and more details will be in the 
next magazine, the hope is to have one meeting physically each week 
and one online (on different days and times). 
           Adam 
 

From the Vicar... 
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Services 

St Andrew’s 
8am Holy Communion BCP (Every Week) 
10.45am 1st and 3rd Week Family Worship  
10.45am 2nd and 4th Week Family Communion 
6.30pm Choral Evensong (1st Sunday) 
6.30pm Taize Style Worship (3rd Sunday) 
4pm Messy Church (2nd Sunday) 
 
St Peter’s 
9.30am 1st and 3rd Week Family Communion 
9.30am 2nd and 4th Week Family Worship 
 
Weekly Activities 
Wednesdays  
9.15am Morning Prayer (St Andrews) 
10am – 11.30am Coffee Morning (St Andrews) 
Thursdays 
10am-11am Coffee Morning (St Peter’s) Not in the school holi-
days. 
Friday  
7pm Choir Practice (St Andrews) 

It is with great sadness that 
Vivienne, Gillian, Trevor and Ian Lightfoot announce the passing 
of Patricia Jane Lightfoot  of Hockenhull Lane Tarvin on Sunday 
9th January 2022. 
  
A Memorial celebration is planned: 
Saturday 12th March  3pm – 5pm at Tarvin Community Centre in the 
Edna Rose Room. 
The invitation is extended to all family, friends and associates, 
please do come along (open house) and share your memories 
and  stories over a drink and some cake, We very much look for-
ward to seeing you there. 
Thank you. 
  
Vivienne, Gillian, Trevor , Ian, Partners and Granddaughters. 
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St Andrews Womens Group 

Tarvin Parish Magazine— 125 years ago 

The first ‘Tarvin Parish Magazine’ was printed in January 1897. It 
had the cheerful motto ‘Be thou faithful unto death’, and a very long 
Vicar’s letter of 1200 words ( Well done Adam….only 382 today!) 
The vicar, Rev T. J. Evans, wrote in enormously long sentences with 
120 words in one of the sentences – so the magazine hasn’t always 
been an easy read. 
The Vicar also wrote of the Band of Hope and his hope to have 
‘established in the Parish an Adult Branch of “The Church of England 
Temperance Society”. He also wrote that ‘false shame and moral cow-
ardice’ should not prevent candidates stepping forward for the Con-
firmation Service on March 10th. April’s magazine of that year rec-
ords there being 80 candidates! 
The magazine cost 1d, and for one shilling ( 5p today ) subscribers 
could have their year’s copies bound. By February there were already 
460 subscribers –  today we have about half that number. 
In that first edition there was an advertisement for Benjamin Dut-
ton’s Bazaar in Kelsall - a Draper, Grocer and Baker and another ad-
vertisement for T.G. Burrell, Tailor, Clothier and Outfitter of Fore-
gate Street where a man could buy a cloth suit for 16/9 ( just under 
84p today) 
That first magazine was delivered throughout the parish – to Tarvin, 
Stapleford, Tarvin Sands, Oscroft, Prior’s Heyes, Kelsall, Willington, 
Duddon, Clotton and Hoofield. 
There appears to have been a “Z” team even then – a working party 
looking after the church grounds, which met every Wednesday after-
noon, with a Mrs Ankers and a Mrs Lea providing the workers with 
tea. 
The magazine also records and thanks the Parish Council, Vicar, 
Churchwardens and others for delivering 102 households with 2cwts 
each of coal two days before Christmas. The coal being fetched from 
Barrow Railway Station. 

On Wednesday 1st December the St. Andrews Women' s Group held 
their Christmas Celebration at the Bluebell in Barrow where we were 
served a meal of the highest standard  in comfortable surroundings by 
Leonie and her staff. 
The Rev. Barbara King entertained us by reading a  thought provoking  
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and poignant Christmas story . Barbara is an excellent narrator and 
made the story real for us all. 
A very enjoyable evening with excellent food and good company was a 
treat and an excellent start to the Christmas festivities. 
Our thanks to Barbara for organising the evening and to Leonie and 
staff for looking after us so well. 
Our next meeting will be in February 2022  in the Parish room at 
7.30pm . Anyone wishing to come along will be most welcome. 



6 

Befunda 

I know it has been a long time since an update on our friends in Iban-
da, in Uganda. They have, as we have been struggling with things. Vac-
cinations has been happening and children are in the main returning to 
school. Part of the problem is that some children, especially those 
supported by others financially, have proved to be able to earn mon-
ey, or be helpful at home. With sadness it maybe that not all children 
get back to school. This is in not an individual issue with this school, 
but is a common casualty of the pandemic in places where education 
isn’t free, and there is a visible signs of poverty.  
 
The cost to support a child is £100 a year, you will get a photo of the 
child and a letter during the year to update you on their progress. 
You will also get details about their home circumstances and why they 
and their families are unable to pay for their education. There is a 
form in the Magazine for you to fill our and return, if you have spon-
sored a child before, please put the name of this child  
 
Please see a photo of the finishing touches being done to the house. 
In total the building has cost £4800. I am assured that this has been 
very welcome during the current pandemic and has enabled those 
teaching and caring for boarding children at the school a safe place 
to stay without a walking commute. Thank you to those who donated 
individually and for the fundraising donations from Tarvin Primary 
School and Duddon St Peters School. 
 
It is still as aspiration to go back and this is likely to be in 2023 at 
the earliest. The classrooms at Befunda still need windows, and I am 
sure there will be more projects to come.  
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Befunda Request to sponsor a child. £100 a year. (paid annually) 

Name:   
  

Address:   
  
  
  
  

Contact number: 
  

  

Email: 
  

  

Name of previous sponsored child: 
  

  

Please either cut this out and give to  
Adam Friend or Lynn Orfanelli, or email 
these details to:  
bufundaprimaryschool@gmail.com 

Once we have confirmed the details we 
will be in touch with ways to transfer the 
money, cash, cheque and BACS are pos-
sible. 
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IAN LITTLER PHARMACY 
THE COBBLES, 28 HIGH STREET, TARVIN. 

Web: www.littlerpharmacy.com E-mail: ianlittler.pharmacy@npanet.co.uk 

Tel: 01829 741880 
 

Common ailments don’t always need the doctor’s attention. 
At your Pharmacy you can buy everything your family could need for dealing with  

minor medical emergencies - and won’t need an appointment. 
 

Our advice is friendly, free and confidential 
And will see you quickly on the road to recovery 

 

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
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Curates Corner 

125 years of the Grapevine!  
I discovered from friend Google that the Parish Magazine published by 
St Andrew's Church Sonning is believed to be the longest running con-
tinuously published magazine of its kind. 150 years of archived copies 
are available online dating from 1 January 1869 to today. So we are up 
there with the best! Interesting the church is also dedicated to St. 
Andrew. 
Anniversaries are important milestones in our lives, birthdays, wedding 
anniversaries, how many years in a job, your house. And there are sad-
der ones of course, remembering loss and deaths. 
 
I can celebrate 20 years in my house this year, I have been 5 years in 
the Parish, 8 years ordained priest, Smudge celebrates her 8th birth-
day… bother, 8 years that’s not an anniversary number, you have to cel-
ebrate on zeros and 5’s it seems! Hey! Smudge and I can celebrate dog 
collars together! 
Congratulations to all with suitably numbered birthdays this year, espe-
cially if you are 5! Congratulations to those celebrating wedding anni-
versaries with every 5 years a new present to give beginning with wood, 
then tin, crystal, porcelain, silver, pearl, coral, ruby, sapphire, gold, em-
erald and then after wonderful 60 years, a diamond! 
 
Think what has changed in those sixty years or even 125 years! In 1897 
Marconi sent the first wireless communication over open sea, Enid Bly-
ton was born, the story Dracula was published and the first electric 
taxicabs, goodbye to the horses, began operating in London. It was also 
Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, 60 years on the throne. How lovely 
that we are celebrating our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, 70 years, the 
longest reigning monarch. Apparently Louis XIV managed 72 years but 
he started when he was 4 so probably didn’t make many decisions of 
state at that age! 
 
Whatever you are celebrating or remembering this year, I hope you can 
give thanks to God for getting you there. Some anniversaries are hard 
and I pray and know that God will be with you during sad times. Above 
all, as we have been doing even more so these last two years let us 
count our blessings and give thanks. 
 
         Love and prayers, 
         Barbara 
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Prayer Week 1 
Dear Lord we give thanks for our Queen Elizabeth’s long and valuable 
service to this country. On the 6th February she becomes the first 
British monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, 70 years reigning. 
All through this time her dedication has been enabled by her strong 
faith in you. We pray that this year may be a happier one for her. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
 
Prayer Week 2 
God of our salvation help us as we travel through February, go be-
fore us in all we do, keep us strong. Help us to give up any habits 
which harm us, any thoughts which can hurt and to turn our thoughts 
to you, loving God, our guide and helper in any difficulties. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
Prayers Week 3 
Almighty God, give us reverence and respect for all creation. Help us 
to find out and do whatever we can to reduce pollution, to think 
about our carbon footprint and to care for our world. If each one of 
us does a tiny bit it will end up being a large contribution. As we 
think of our world let us think of each other and, help us Lord, to 
respect, compassion and love for all. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Prayers Week 4 
Loving God as we leave February and enter Lent, may it be a time of 
reflection on the goodness of our selves. May we be encouraged to 
love our selves, celebrate the many things we are good at and in do-
ing so bring us close to you. We know we make a mess of things, re-
gret ill spoken words or actions but each time through your grace 
and love for us, you turn us away from the mess, to see the right way 
forward. Help us to forgive others but also to forgive ourselves as 
God does. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer, 
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Newsround 

Ashton Hayes and Tarvin Flower Club 
Do you like flowers and enjoy meeting people?  Why not join us for an evening 
of entertainment as you watch a skilled flower arranger demonstrate their art. 
All arrangements are raffled so you may even take one home with you!  
We meet in Tarvin Community Centre, on the second Wednesday of every 
month at 7.30 p.m.  (except August and December) and you would be assured 
of a friendly welcome. 
Wednesday 9th March 2022        Alison Cooper        “A Form of Nature” 
Further information from 01829 740832 or 01829 740473  
 
War Memorial Hall, Duddon 
The War Memorial Hall, Duddon will be holding a Quiz on Friday 11th February, 
starting at 8pm, entry will be £2.50 and there will be a bar and raffle. 
 
"First Aid Training : A date for your diary 
We  will be running an evening course as a First Aid refresher on 17th March 
2022 in the Parish rooms. 19.00 start for approx 2 hours. According to the 
Red Cross, the course will contain: 
 Effective, easy to learn first aid education in a relaxed and informal 
style.   
Provide relevant first aid skills tailored to the needs of the group.  
Break down the barriers to helping others.  
Build the confidence and willingness to help in a first aid emergency.  
Typically last 2 hours, but flexible depending on the number of skills 
taught.  
Suitable for groups of up to 15 people.  
Delivered by an experienced Red Cross trained educator.  
In the first instance, please contact Ron Fuller on 01829 740559 to reserve a 
place." 
 
Chester Bible Focus 
After 2 years without meeting Chester Bible Focus are delighted to announce 
that we will be recommencing our meetings in March when we are pleased that 
the new Bishop of Chester, Mark Tanner, has accepted an invitation to come 
and speak. The dates for your diaries are Monday and Tuesday 28th and 29th 
March 2022 at our usual venue All Saints Church Hoole at 7:30. We look for-
ward to welcoming you there. 
The aim of Chester Bible Focus is to provide a short, but in depth series of 
Bible Expositions given by noted speakers, normally over a Tuesday and 
Wednesday evening in the Spring and the Autumn. The expositions will be una-
shamedly ambitious, whilst at the same time relating and applying God’s 
Word to our lives for today’s world. 
Typically the evening will begin with a short time of musical worship, followed 
by two presentations with an interval for refreshments. At the end there is 
opportunity for questions. 
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Happy New Year to everyone. Despite the frosty weather in mid-
January Spring is definitely on the way. Already I have noticed birds 
checking out nest boxes and pairing up. In those really colds spells 
one of the greatest joys was seeing the Long Tailed Tits. They came 
to the nuts in their small flocks and were so delightful to watch 
darting around.  
You may have noticed in the press that farmers have the option to 
be in various Countryside Stewardship Schemes. On our farm we al-
ready grow plots of bird cover crops and several areas of wild flow-
ers. This winter we are doing winter supplementary feeding for seed
-eating farmland birds in late winter and early spring. We have two 
feeding stations and once a week on three areas we spread a mix 
which contains wheat, millet, oilseed rape seed, canary seed and sun-
flower seed. As with everything records must be kept! It is hoped 
that this will attract yellow hammer, grey partridge, tree sparrow, 
corn bunting, linnet and turtle dove.  Of course, we already see 
these and many other birds as I have mentioned before. Let us hope 
that this scheme is a success and more birds flourish.  
 
          Pat Briscoe 
 
Editors Note. The very first edition of this magazine, 125 years ago, 
records that copies will be distributed in Duddon by a Miss Briscoe. 

Birds on the Farm 

@ Grapevine 

Copy deadline for the March edition ( there will be no January maga-
zine ) is Sunday 20th February. 
 
Please send any news items, articles, events or diary entries to  
tarvingrapevine@gmail.com 
 
We are also making this Grapevine available in digital format as a 
pdf download from http;//kenfayle.com/home/grapevine 
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CHESHIRE LEGAL 
 

LADY WITH 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE  
AS A WELFARE RIGHTS OFFICER WOULD LIKE 

TO HELP YOU INCREASE YOUR INCOME  
BY UP TO £332.40 A MONTH. 

ARE YOU AGED 65 OR OLDER / 
AND HAVE HEALTH PROBLEMS. 

 
IF THE ANSWER IS YES 

 
THEN YOU COULD BE MISSING OUT.  
YOUR OTHER INCOME OR CAPITAL 

IS ABSOLUTELY NOT AFFECTED 
 

FOR MORE DETAILS PHONE 
TEL; 01829 741600 OR 07541 185848. 
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St Peter’s CE School, Duddon. 
 

This is our church school and has a close relationship with our 
church community.  

 
 

The school motto is: 
“Be the Best you can be” 

 
 

The School has a nursery which is part of the Foundation Unit 
and Reception is taught alongside the nursery unit. 

 

Treetops has a younger group ‘Treetots’ that meet weekly on 
Wednesdays at 9am, 

 
For more information about the school please call: 

01829 781366 
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P Dodd Roofing 

 And Building  
 
 

6 Millside Close Tarvin Chester Cheshire CH3 8DN Tel 
01829749160 mobile 07855782083 

 
 

New To Tarvin Area 
35 years in the roofing business  
From 1 loose tile to complete re-roof. 
Guttering/pointing/fascia boards/flat roofing 
Rubber roofing/fascias cleaned/windows cleaned 
Rubbish removal 
Tel works                         07855782083 
Home no                          01829-749160 
 
 
 

Registered Office; 33 Chester Road West, 
Queensferry, Deeside, Flintshire, CH5 1SA 

Registered in England & Wales Number 4479466 
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C.R.F  
SWIMMING POOLS 

 

Stockist and installers of: 
Above Ground Pools      Below Ground Pools 
Pool Enclosures      Display Swimming Pools 

Pool Heating Systems 
Chemicals and Accessories   Pool / Lake liners 

 
Duddon Lodge, Duddon, Nr Tarporley, 

Cheshire CW6 0EP 
Tel: 01829781379 

Www.crfswimmingpools.co.uk 

 

Tarvin News and Post 
Office 

Tel: 01829 458399 
• 7 day delivery of News and  

• Magazines 

• National Lottery Agent 

• Stationary 

• Office Stockists of Orchard  
 Educational Toys and Puzzles 

• Wide selection of greeting cards 

• Banking Services 

• Bill Payments 

• Foreign Currency and Holiday In-
surance 

• Other usual Post Office Services 
 

Please support your Post Office 
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FINEST QUALITY FARM FRESH MILK 
Finest quality milk including Organic Milk 

ALSO EGGS, BREAD, FRUIT JUICE, WATER ETC. 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT MILKMAN 

So don’t delay call us today to set up your regular delivery 
Tel: TARVIN 01829 740272 

T.H.LIGHTFOOT & SONS 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A 24 hour personal and caring service giving 
dignity and respect with traditional values. 

Dedicated Chapel of Rest - Monumental Service 
Pre-arranged funeral and prepaid funeral plans. 

 

 
111 High Street 

Tarporley 
Cheshire 

CW6 0AY 
Telephone 01829 733808 

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
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Ploughs, Morris Dancing and Wassail 

The observance of Plough Sunday on the First Sunday of Epiphany goes 
back to Victorian times, but behind it there is a much older tradition 
associated with the first working day after the twelve days of Christ-
mas, hence ‘Plough Monday’ in some agricultural places. 
 
In the days when work was scarce in winter the observance looked for-
ward to the time of sowing with the promise of a harvest to come. 
Back in medieval times the communal village plough was often stored in 
the parish church over the winter months where some churches kept a 
votive ‘plough-light’. So, early in January, usually the Monday after 
Epiphany, the farmers would gather in church to get the plough out of 
hibernation. The farming year would begin with a special blessing of the 
plough and the ploughmen in church. 
Afterwards the plough would be pulled through the village until it 
reached the local inn, where everyone would be fortified with food, ale 
and much dancing and merriment – hence the continued custom of Plough 
Monday Morris Dancing. Then with God’s blessing, the support of the 
village and with good food and drink inside them, the ploughmen were 
ready to start the new agricultural year. 
 
In areas where farmers have apple orchards the tradition of Wassailing 
can probably be traced back nearly 2000 years to Roman times. On 
Twelfth Night everyone would meet in the orchards to wake up the ap-
ple trees that had been sleeping through the winter. Toast soaked in 
cider would be hung from the branches of the trees and cider would be 
poured on the tree roots. The children would beat the trees with sticks, 
whilst dancing around them and everyone would sing and make as much 
noise as possible to wake up the trees. It was the best way to ensure a 
bumper harvest of apples! 
 
Farming practices have changed but the need to support farmers is as 
necessary now as in the past and some parishes have reintroduced 
Plough Sunday in order to ask God for a blessing on human labour near 
the start of the calendar year. Today you might see a large modern 
tractor parked outside the church, or even farmers carrying buckets of 
the soil from their farms into church to have their soil and land blessed! 
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Woodland Notes  

Wild flowers in the woodland. 
 
Over the years that the woodland has been in existence, we have been 
amazed at the wide variety of the plants – including the flowering plants – 
which have appeared throughout the woodland.  To these have been added 
some indigenous wild flowers that have been grown from the seeds produced 
by our own woodland flowers but which have been “helped” by being nurtured 
for their first few months away from the intense competition within the 
woodland.  By this means, the numbers of particular flowers have been in-
creased and the enjoyment of users of the woodland has been improved. 
 
As regular readers of this column will know, we have a particular problem 
with the grassed area adjacent to Fairfax Avenue.  Because this was the 
site of the works compound (and, particularly, of the cement silos), Taylor 
Wimpey promised to remove the top 18” of “soil”, then to physically break up 
the ‘pan’ that was underneath it and finally to replace the top 18” with good 
topsoil.  In the event, the contractors ignored the instructions and just 
spread 6” of topsoil over all the layers that should have been removed, 
thereafter employing the classic builder’s trick of laying turf over every-
thing, thereby hiding the devastation beneath.  NOTHING will grow well in 
such circumstances, although some wild flowers, having developed in very 
poor soils, might have a reasonable chance.  And they wouldn’t have much 
competition from the grass – even the grass is stunted in that area! 
 
Several hundred native Daffodils (also known as Welsh daffodils or Lenten 
Lilies) have been planted across the grassed area in order to produce a dis-
play of flowers during the spring.  At the same time, cowslips, foxgloves, 
lamium (dead nettle), woodruff, cat’s-paw, fox & cubs and Welsh poppies 
have been planted at various places across the area, where the situation is 
most likely to enable them to be successful and produce flowers in the sum-
mer.  One of our Trustees lives in a house overlooking the grassed area and 
she has taken it under her wing, planting many of the wild flowers mentioned 
above and looking after any newly-planted trees or shrubs, in order to give 
them the very best chance in such hostile conditions.  Whether we’ll eventu-
ally manage to produce good displays of wild flowers remains to be seen but 
at least we will have tried to produce an enjoyable wild flower area out of 
the “sow’s ear” of a meadow that was bequeathed to us by Taylor Wimpey! 
 
When loved ones die, how might we enable the creation of a memorial to 
them in the woodland? 
 
When a loved one passes away, it is quite natural that we should want to 
have something to help remember them.  This is exactly the function of a 
gravestone.  However, not everyone wants to be buried and, even if they are, 
their loved ones might prefer surroundings which have a feeling different  
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from that of a cemetery in which to be able to remember them.  Trustees 
regularly receive requests for relatives and friends to be allowed to plant a 
tree within the woodland in memory of the departed person, but we do have 
a problem with the request – we already have far too many trees! 
 
As a result of our history (the landscapers of the A51 planted three times 
as many trees as they believed to be necessary and the early days of the 
woodland having a great many small trees planted to fill in what then ap-
peared to be vast amounts of space), we have many, many trees that are far 
too close together and are battling with each other to grow like matchsticks 
in order to reach the light!  Regretfully, the Trustees have decided that we 
cannot consider planting ANY MORE new trees unless existing trees can be 
removed in order to make space for them.  Clearly, planting a new tree in 
memory of someone is not going to be possible. 
 
However, Trustees are far from averse to having departed folk remembered 
somehow in the woodland, as long as whatever method is decided upon would 
NOT produce a shrine.  We are open to any (and all) suggestions and we 
promise to consider all of them fully and seriously.  However, the final deci-
sion must rest with the Trustees and we cannot guarantee that any particu-
lar scheme will be put into operation.  What we do promise is that we hope to 
have some means whereby folk can be remembered within the woodland that 
they loved in a way which is appropriate and long-lasting.  We look forward 
to receiving your suggestions – my contact details are at the end of these 
Woodland Notes. 
 
The time needed to run a woodland. 
 
It is all-too-easy to take the woodland for granted.  People in hi-vis jackets 
are seldom on view and it gives the impression of a naturally occurring open 
space which can look after itself.  To an extent, this has been true – little 
work was done during the Covid “lock-downs” and nature seemed to cope 
without us!  However, things are getting back to normal now with work par-
ties each Thursday.  You may be surprised to hear that, in a normal year (can 
you remember a ‘normal’ and Covid-free year?), the woodland benefits from 
well over a thousand hours of volunteer work.  The vast bulk of this time is 
invested in the maintenance of the woodland itself – ensuring the safety of 
everyone who uses the woodland, in doing pruning, hedge cutting, mowing, 
tidying up and repairing fences, gates, hedges, planting, trimming, strimming 
and a whole lot of other tasks which improve the woodland for everyone.  
There are, however, all the other tasks that are necessary for the continued 
functioning of the woodland.  Our fundraising involves a great deal of work, 
because plants have to be propagated, nurtured, grown on and labelled for 
the plant sale.  Similarly, our twice-yearly newsletter must be compiled, 
printed and distributed to every home in Tarvin.   
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And, at the end of it all, there is the administration needed to keep a busy 
Trust functioning effectively.  Were our volunteers to be paid the National 
minimum wage for the time that they donate, it would cost the Trust greatly 
in excess of £10,000 each year.  That is a wonderful vote of confidence in 
our lovely woodland.  Long may it continue! 
 
Herons in the woodland? 
 
I try to produce notes about the various plants, animals and birds that live 
in the woodland for TarvinOnLine on a fairly regular basis (and all of these 
are indexed on the Woodland’s website – address below).  Suggestions for 
items come from many directions but one interesting one came from one of 
the TarvinOnLine editors, who lives next to the woodland and thought that 
the herons seen frequently in the woodland deserved a mention.  The month-
ly bird surveys have been going for almost 5 years (since February 2017) 
and in that time, a heron has been mentioned only once.  I was curious about 
these observations because herons need shallow water in which to fish – and 
the woodland has no such areas of water.  I did some research and made 
some enquiries and eventually came to the conclusion that the clever heron 
might be using the woodland as a handy corridor through which to travel be-
tween gardens which have ponds.  The most favoured ponds would be those 
with goldfish or juicy koi carp but even ponds without fish could be an at-
traction if they provide homes for newts and frogs (both of which are also a 
welcome part of a heron’s diet!)   
 
So, do we count the heron as one of the woodland birds?  It may not live in 
the woodland, nest in the woodland or feed in the woodland but, if it regu-
larly uses the woodland and can occasionally be seen travelling through the 
woodland, then I guess that we should! 
 
Our website. 
Everything that is going on in the woodland is well documented on our 
very extensive (and frequently updated) website.  Do ‘visit’ us at:- 
www.tarvincommunitywoodland.org 
 

Charles Bradley  
4, Andrew’s Close, Tarvin,  
Chester.  CH3 8LN. 
Tarvin (01829) 741172 

 

http://www.tarvincommunitywoodland.org
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Walking 

We began walking at the start of the first lock down.  If you recall 
the weather was beautiful so we didn’t need any encouragement to 
venture out.  We started around the village to begin with and 
walked through the Woodland most weeks.  We were getting out 
three or four times each week so decided to expand our range! 
 
Jenny had a copy of Kelsall Parish Paths, which at first we found 
quite taxing.  Until you start walking you don’t realise quite how hilly 
Kelsall  is.   Driving through in the car is easy!  Maybe we were be-
coming fitter but it’s certainly an area to discover and we soon for-
got the hills.  
 
We progressed to Ashton,  Mouldsworth and bordering on Manley.  
Walking along the canal at Waverton and back through Christleton 
is most enjoyable.  Three Circular Walks from Tarporley was anoth-
er leaflet we found which gave us a lovely afternoon around the 
fields finishing at St Helen’s Church.  
 
We have only been lost once but luckily met up with two ladies who 
put us on the right path, although they were less than encouraging 
when they left us saying “You have a very long way to go!”     
 
We can always find something to see when the conversation lags, 
which is very rare!  Gardens provide such interest and we now know 
the names of many flowers and trees.  However the highlight of one 
of our walks recently was spotting a Kingfisher by the canal in Wa-
verton.  Having only seen a Kingfisher once before when it was a 
flash of blue diving near water, this one was quite content with us 
watching him and we were not even whispering.   
 
I think lockdown has definitely given Jenny and I a new outlook on 
the countryside.    
 
       Jenny Burkhill-Howarth 
       Ruth Hardiman 
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 Vicar 
 
 
 
Curate 

Parish Website:   www.tarvinparish.com  

Revd Adam Friend, 01829 740354   or    07984003665 
The Vicarage, Church Street, Tarvin, CH3 8EB                                             
Email address: tarvinparish@gmail.com 
 
Revd Barbara King                  01244 300756                                           

Clergy  Donald Marr            741302 
 

Richard Tuckwell        
732732 

Readers  Mary Burgess          740716  Jo Richards               
741474   

Ron Fuller               740559  Colin Haworth  
07584419348    

Parish Wardens 
 

David Ferguson, 39 Deansway, Tarvin                       741192                                                             
Peter Ladd, 4 Smithy Court, Clotton                        781788 

SA  Director of Music 
       Verger 
        Bell Tower Captain 

Ken Fayle 
Sandra Turner 
Colin Haworth  

07711058835 
749310 

07584419348  

PCC           Treasurer 

                   Secretary 

David Caddell 740554 

Jane Holmes 740564 

Treasurer 
Secretary 

(Currently Peter Ladd) Volunteers Welcome 
Pat Briscoe 

 
732515 

Safeguarding Officer Jenny Burkhill-Howarth 740319 

Women’s Group Rev Barbara King  

Grapevine  Paul Mercer     tarvingrapevine@gmail.com 309306 

Gift Aid David Caddell  

Z Team (Churchyard) Mark Wyatt 
Ron Fuller 

740909 
740559 

 
Tarvin Parish, St Andrew’s and St Peter’s takes its duty and obligation to protect 
all extremely seriously. We have adopted the national Church of England's robust 
procedures and guidelines. You can find out more about the national policies and 
procedures at www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding. If you have any safeguard-
ing concerns or issues of a safeguarding matter then you can find useful contact 
information at www.chester.anglican.org/social-responsibility/safeguarding 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.churchofengland.org%2Fsafeguarding&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe51ea1618a848ae419c08d69ff090e4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636872252903943374&sdata=kx9Ns0yif4MoFZO%2FQyOKHi7L8vLxKGLJ
https://www.chester.anglican.org/social-responsibility/safeguarding/

