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Lent has always been a time when we spend some time reflecting upon 
our lives, looking back in order that we can look forward to Easter. 
Advent we may deal with easier as in preparation for Christmas we 
make room in our lives to receive a baby, who wonderful and awesome 
that is. During lent we prepare ourselves to relive the story of Good 
Friday and Easter. We can be joyful for the end result, but not the 
journey towards it. From Maundy Thursday, through Jesus’ betrayal, 
trial, conviction, judgement, torture, and death, how do we respond to 
this story. I remember with fondness childhood memories of walking 
around the parish I lived in on good Friday, singing, ‘Were you there 
when they crucified my Lord’, ‘The old rugged Cross’ and of course 
‘When I survey the wonderous cross’ (among others.) The idea was 
not to bring the misery of Good Friday to those whom we were trying 
to mark the occasion for and to, but to bring the hope that is seen in 
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. Over the years I have often been told 
and told others that lent is about ‘clearing out the rubbish of our 
lives’ just like a spring clean in the house. Making sure we get behind 
the sofa, move the bookcase and clean those skirting boards! I am not 
sure that this is completely true, for some of us a time of reflection 
is needed and can be successful with time for prayer and bible study. 
However, we have had quite a bit of time to reflect over the past two 
years, looking at the way humanity treats each other, rejoicing in the 
Angels that have walked the earth and helped us over this quite diffi-
cult time. We have also witnessed the ‘don’t care about others and 
only yourself’ group of people too. This Lent I ask something a little 
different of you, think about yourself. Draw a timeline of the good 
things that you have received over your time in this world and bring 
those to God and rejoice in him for them. When the chips are down 
we are quick to blame God, but when the results come in, we ourselves 
and others congratulate us on our hard work. Which is know is true, 
but if God is there to be blamed, he is also there to be praised for 
the ups and downs of our lives. In faith we ask God to walk with us in 
all our situations, not always getting the results is not a failure of 
ourselves or God, and when disaster happens, I do not believe that is 
in God’s hands. I also don’t believe it is the sins of the past coming 
back to seek vengeance. I do believe that this world is good and cruel, 
that the choices that the whole of humanity has made and makes has 
impacts upon our world. I have resigned myself to answers to many 
questions when I finally, and hopefully, am received into God’s King-
dom. I don’t know why we have diseases that kill us, but I do know we 
have a God who through Jesus has suffered and feels pain, and walks  

From the Vicar... 
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alongside us, hearing our anguish, and holding our hand. This lent 
let us look at the good we have, from the roof over our heads, to 
friends who really care for us, family who listen to us and a God 
who promises to never abandon us.  
           Adam 
 
 

Ash Wednesday 
On Ash Wednesday there will be a service at 6.30pm in St An-
drew’s Church, with the imposition of ashes. Please do come along if 
you would like to. 
 
Lent Groups: 
In person: The sessions 3rd and 10th, 24th and 31st of March 11.30am 
– 1pm this will take place in St Andrew’s church, Tarvin. Will have 
some time to think about what Lent really means for us in a modern 
age followed by a time of prayer from 12.30pm.  
 
Online: On the 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th of March at 8.30pm on zoom, 
please use the link below to join. Meeting ID: 255 841 5813 
Passcode: 2022. https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2558415813?
pwd=bld3Z3VIdFNFUG9VenlXT2RRK0Nhdz09 
This will last for about an hour, there will be some time for conver-
sation and each session will end at compline at 9.15pm.  
 
Sunday 20th of March, at 7.30pm in the Parish Room there is an 
opportunity to meet together and explore a little deeper into our 
faith. This is a time for anyone who would like to come together to 
look at how the teachings of the bible have an impact upon the way 
we lead our lives. I am calling this ‘living by faith and word’. 
 
We will spend the first half an hour looking at some of the stories 
of the bible and then in the next half an hour how these have an 
impact upon the way we lead our lives following our Christian faith. 
The last half an hour, aiming to end at 9pm will be a time for us to 
look at the big questions of faith we may have. Please do bring 
along a question if you have one. 
 
 
 
The Grapevine cover picture this month is from a sketch done 
by Jenny Lloyd 
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Weekly Services 

St Andrew’s 
8am Holy Communion BCP (Every Week) 
10.45am 1st and 3rd Week Family Worship  
10.45am 2nd and 4th Week Family Communion 
6.30pm Choral Evensong (1st Sunday) 
6.30pm Taize Style Worship (3rd Sunday) 
4pm Messy Church (2nd Sunday) 
 
St Peter’s 
9.30am 1st and 3rd Week Family Communion 
9.30am 2nd and 4th Week Family Worship 
 
Weekly Activities 
Wednesdays  
9.15am Morning Prayer (St Andrews) 
10am – 11.30am Coffee Morning (St Andrews) 
Thursdays 
10am-11am Coffee Morning (St Peter’s) Not in the school holi-
days. 
Friday  
7pm Choir Practice (St Andrews) 

March 
2nd  6.30pm Ash Wednesday Service (SA) 
6th 12.30pm Baptism of Martha and Matilda (SA) 
 2pm Baptism of Brohdi (SA) 
12th 10.30am Peel of Bells (SA) 
 3.30pm Wedding Rehearsal (SA) 
14th 1.30pm Burial of Ashes (SP) 
17th 12pm Deanery Chapter (Hoole Parish Church) 
 6pm First Aid Course (Parish Room) 
19th  12pm Burial of Ashes (SP) 
20th  Bible Explanation Course (Parish Room) 
26th  1pm Wedding of Andrea and Paul (SA) 
 
April 
1st  6.30pm Wedding Rehearsal  

Parish Diary 
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Church Flowers 

Thank you once again to the ladies for the amazing floral displays they 
provided throughout 2021. ie Easter, Harvest and Christmas. 
Anyone who would like to provide flowers for the alter or make a dona-
tion in memory of a loved one please contact Sandra (749310). 

Floodlight Fund 
 
“Remembering Lloyd, Rosie and Peter. 
Barbara and Family.” 

Donations to Church 

If you are able to give a regular donation by standing order, or through 
the envelope scheme, that is great, and please check with the treasurer 
if you are not sure ( Contact details on the back page ) 

We are now able to take donations for the church and it’s ministry 
through text giving. Please use the following numbers, and text TARVIN 
to make a donation of £1, £3, £5 or £10 depending on what you are able 
and would like to give. 

To donate £1  text TARVIN to 70201 

To donate £3  text TARVIN to 70331 

To donate £5  text TARVIN to 70970 

To donate £10  text TARVIN to 70191 

 

Christian Aid Week 2022 
 
During the 15th and the 21st of May this year, St Andrews, St Peters 
and Tarvin Methodist Church will be working together with our partners 
in many parts of the world to turn hunger into hope for thousands of 
families by helping to build their resilience to withstand the effects of 
the climate crisis and lift them out of hunger. More details will be in the 
April and May Grapevine 

Notices 
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St Andrews Womens Group 

The first  meeting of 2022 of the St Andrews Women's Group was a 
great success with a full audience to hear our speaker Mr. David Cum-
mings enlighten us with the history of Bridge Street. 
We were all surprised how little we really knew about such a familiar 
street and area.  With such an enthusiastic and interesting speaker 
who gave us the story from Roman times to present day we were able 
to learn what a wonderful heritage we have in the city of Chester. It 
was good to know that Chester was the major port in the North West 
long before the Port of Liverpool was founded., being used to import 
raw materials for the various industries in the area. The trade from 
Norway being one of the most regular and important . Proof of this is 
the Norwegian Church(St.Olaf's) at the bottom of Watergate Street. 
Our grateful thanks to Mr. Cummings for a most interesting and en-
tertaining evening. 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 2nd March at 7.30pm when 
our speaker will be Mary Morgan and the topic " Mindfulness and Well 
Being" , including some food tasting. We look forward to seeing you 
there. 
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Befunda Request to sponsor a child. £100 a year. (paid annually) 

Name:   
  

Address:   
  
  
  
  

Contact number: 
  

  

Email: 
  

  

Name of previous sponsored child: 
  

  

Please either cut this out and give to  
Adam Friend or Lynn Orfanelli, or email 
these details to:  
bufundaprimaryschool@gmail.com 

Once we have confirmed the details we 
will be in touch with ways to transfer the 
money, cash, cheque and BACS are pos-
sible. 

Befunda School Appeal, Uganda 
 
The cost to support a child is £100 a year, you will get a photo of 
the child and a letter during the year to update you on their pro-
gress. You will also get details about their home circumstances 
and why they and their families are unable to pay for their edu-
cation. There is a form in the Magazine for you to fill our and 
return, if you have sponsored a child before, please put the name 
of this child  

Befunda School 
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IAN LITTLER PHARMACY 
THE COBBLES, 28 HIGH STREET, TARVIN. 

Web: www.littlerpharmacy.com E-mail: ianlittler.pharmacy@npanet.co.uk 

Tel: 01829 741880 
 

Common ailments don’t always need the doctor’s attention. 
At your Pharmacy you can buy everything your family could need for dealing with  

minor medical emergencies - and won’t need an appointment. 
 

Our advice is friendly, free and confidential 
And will see you quickly on the road to recovery 

 

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE 
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Curates Corner 

March already! 
 
I am writing this with February’s storm Franklin – does giving a storm a 
name make it friendlier?! - battering at my windows and so counting my 
blessings for everything being well with my little house. I am also send-
ing fervent prayers for those who have flooding, no electricity and 
storm damage and for all the repairs bravely being carried out. 
I think we have had enough storms of various sorts now! It is heart 
warming to have crocuses and daffodils out. And we are near to clock 
changing time, on 27th March the clocks go forward and we can welcome 
lighter evenings again! 
We are also in Lent the time when we are given to reflect on life, the 
universe and everything. The Bible Society (www.biblesociety.org.uk) 
has some interesting resources for Lent this year which I think are 
well worth looking at. You can sign up for daily thoughts on email which 
are going to pose a challenge, ‘are you up for it?’ The aim is to encoun-
ter Jesus afresh and be ready to be transformed. There are also Won-
der Walks you can do, where you walk where you choose but are given a 
Bible verse and little tasks to do on your walk. Week 1 is following Je-
sus’ baptism so thinking about water (one of the tasks is to jump in a 
puddle!) to look out for birds (remembering the dove as the Holy Spirit) 
and to make a love heart out of what you can gather, sticks, stones, 
leaves etc as God spoke to Jesus, saying “You are my Son and I love 
you.” 
We can do all the other things we do at Lent but encountering Jesus 
afresh and being transformed sounds good to me. Let’s take on the 
challenge! And then we can swap stories of what we have found which 
may encourage others to take up the challenge. 
Happy, healing, prayerful, transforming Lent to you all. 
 
         Love and prayers, 
         Barbara 
 
P.S. A thought from Snoopy:  “Prayer is not a spare wheel that you pull 
out when you are in trouble. Use it as a steering wheel that keeps you 
on the right path throughout life. Amen” 
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  A Prayer for Lent to help us to listen for the voice of God 
 
After perhaps fifteen minutes or so I gave up looking for the song 
thrush. Not because I am impatient, though there is that,              
not because I didn’t want my coffee to get cold,though there is that; 
no, it is because I realised that as long as I was searching 
I was not listening, 
as long as my mind was grasping my heart was not receiving, 
as long as my eyes were straining to find the source of the music 
I could not stop to revel in the fact that there should be music at 
all.   
Gideon Heugh 
 
Loving Father, bring us to those moments of stillness where the qui-
etness is filled with You and we hear Your still, calm voice of peace. 
Amen 
 
Prayers Week 2. 
Father God, we give thanks and praise for your unending love and the 
blessings You pour on us; the wonders of creation, the strength and 
peace you fill us with and the provision You make for all our needs. 
Amen 
 
Prayers Week 3. 
Loving Lord, let your hope shine through me even at my darkest. Let 
me never forget that you are a wonderful light to guide and make 
things right for me. Amen 
 
Prayers Week 4 
Walk with us this Lent Lord and help us to see You afresh. Help us to 
be restored and transformed by Your love and our experience of 
You. Amen 
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We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 
 
God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine. 
 
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. We pray for all 
those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would 
draw near to them. 
 
We pray for those with power over war and peace, for wisdom, dis-
cernment and compassion to guide their decisions. 
 
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, 
that you would hold and protect them. 
 
We pray for those who bear arms on behalf of their nation, that 
they may have discipline and discernment, courage and compassion. 
 

Prayers for Peace 

 
We pray for our enemies, and those who wish us harm, that you will 
turn the hearts of all to kindness and friendship. 
 
We pray for the wounded and the captive, the grieving and the 
homeless, that in all their trials they may know your love and sup-
port. 
 
Most holy God and Father, hear our prayers for all who strive for 
peace and all who fight for justice.  
 
Help us, who remember the cost of war, to work for a better tomor-
row; and, as we commend to you lives lost in terror and conflict, 
bring us all, in the end, to the peace of your presence; through 
Christ our Lord.  
 
           Amen. 
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Newsround 

Ashton Hayes and Tarvin Flower Club 
Do you like flowers and enjoy meeting people?  Why not join us for an evening 
of entertainment as you watch a skilled flower arranger demonstrate their art. 
All arrangements are raffled so you may even take one home with you!  
We meet in Tarvin Community Centre, on the second Wednesday of every 
month at 7.30 p.m.  (except August and December) and you would be assured 
of a friendly welcome. 
Wednesday 9th March 2022        Alison Cooper        “A Form of Nature” 
Further information from 01829 740832 or 01829 740473  
 
War Memorial Hall, Duddon 
There will be a Quiz at the War Memorial Hall in Duddon on Friday 11th March, 
starting at 8pm, entry will be £2.50 and there will be a bar and raffle  
 
"First Aid Training : A date for your diary 
We  will be running an evening course as a First Aid refresher on 17th March 
2022 in the Parish rooms. 19.00 start for approx 2 hours. According to the 
Red Cross, the course will contain: 
 Effective, easy to learn first aid education in a relaxed and informal 
style.   
Provide relevant first aid skills tailored to the needs of the group.  
Break down the barriers to helping others.  
Build the confidence and willingness to help in a first aid emergency.  
Typically last 2 hours, but flexible depending on the number of skills 
taught.  
Suitable for groups of up to 15 people.  
Delivered by an experienced Red Cross trained educator.  
In the first instance, please contact Ron Fuller on 01829 740559 to reserve a 
place." 
 
Chester Bible Focus 
After 2 years without meeting Chester Bible Focus are delighted to announce 
that we will be recommencing our meetings in March when we are pleased that 
the new Bishop of Chester, Mark Tanner, has accepted an invitation to come 
and speak. The dates for your diaries are Monday and Tuesday 28th and 29th 
March 2022 at our usual venue All Saints Church Hoole at 7:30. We look for-
ward to welcoming you there. 
The aim of Chester Bible Focus is to provide a short, but in depth series of 
Bible Expositions given by noted speakers, normally over a Tuesday and 
Wednesday evening in the Spring and the Autumn. The expositions will be una-
shamedly ambitious, whilst at the same time relating and applying God’s 
Word to our lives for today’s world. 
Typically the evening will begin with a short time of musical worship, followed 
by two presentations with an interval for refreshments. At the end there is 
opportunity for questions. 
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After the Editor commented on Miss Briscoe distributing the maga-
zine 125 years a go, it made me think about my husbands’ ancestors. 
I think Miss Briscoe was Fridiswid (I love the name) who would have 
been about 19 at the time. She was one of nine children (5 girls and 
4 boys) born to Samuel and Margret. They farmed at Laurel Bank 
Farm in Clotton which is still farmed by descendants. They clearly 
had a close association with St Peter’s and the children were all bap-
tised there (all expect one girl who went to Hargrave church - won-
der why!) There are two Briscoe family graves on the left by the en-
trance to St Peter’s.  
Fridiswid and her sister Ellen (always known as Neg) ran the Sunday 
school for many years until Neg’s death in 1960. The two larger 
brass vases at the front of the church were purchased by Herbert 
Sheen’s mother and presented to St Peter’s in remembrance of her. 
Fridiswid and Neg never married but lived together and are buried in 
a grave to the rear of the church.  
The youngest of the family, Charles Edward, joined up with several 
of his childhood friends and school mates at the beginning of World 
War 1. How awful to think what an heroic adventure they were prob-
ably expecting and what a dreadful time they had. Sadly Charles was 
killed on the 12th of April 1918 in Belgium where he is commemorated 
at Ploegsteert Memorial.  
When I’m in St Peter’s I sometimes imagine this family, all in their 
Sunday best, sitting in their pew and all the dramas that unfold in 
any family. I find it rather nice to follow in their footsteps – still 
delivering magazines in Duddon! 
          Pat Briscoe 

From the Farm 

@ Grapevine 

Copy deadline for the April edition is Sunday 20th March. 
 
Please send any news items, articles, events or diary entries to  
tarvingrapevine@gmail.com 
 
We are also making this Grapevine available in digital format as a 
pdf download from http;//kenfayle.com/home/grapevine 
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CHESHIRE LEGAL 
 

LADY WITH 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE  
AS A WELFARE RIGHTS OFFICER WOULD LIKE 

TO HELP YOU INCREASE YOUR INCOME  
BY UP TO £332.40 A MONTH. 

ARE YOU AGED 65 OR OLDER / 
AND HAVE HEALTH PROBLEMS. 

 
IF THE ANSWER IS YES 

 
THEN YOU COULD BE MISSING OUT.  
YOUR OTHER INCOME OR CAPITAL 

IS ABSOLUTELY NOT AFFECTED 
 

FOR MORE DETAILS PHONE 
TEL; 01829 741600 OR 07541 185848. 
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St Peter’s CE School, Duddon. 
 

This is our church school and has a close relationship with our 
church community.  

 
 

The school motto is: 
“Be the Best you can be” 

 
 

The School has a nursery which is part of the Foundation Unit 
and Reception is taught alongside the nursery unit. 

 

Treetops has a younger group ‘Treetots’ that meet weekly on 
Wednesdays at 9am, 

 
For more information about the school please call: 

01829 781366 
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P Dodd Roofing 

 And Building  
 
 

6 Millside Close Tarvin Chester Cheshire CH3 8DN Tel 
01829749160 mobile 07855782083 

 
 

New To Tarvin Area 
35 years in the roofing business  
From 1 loose tile to complete re-roof. 
Guttering/pointing/fascia boards/flat roofing 
Rubber roofing/fascias cleaned/windows cleaned 
Rubbish removal 
Tel works                         07855782083 
Home no                          01829-749160 
 
 
 

Registered Office; 33 Chester Road West, 
Queensferry, Deeside, Flintshire, CH5 1SA 

Registered in England & Wales Number 4479466 
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C.R.F  
SWIMMING POOLS 

 

Stockist and installers of: 
Above Ground Pools      Below Ground Pools 
Pool Enclosures      Display Swimming Pools 

Pool Heating Systems 
Chemicals and Accessories   Pool / Lake liners 

 
Duddon Lodge, Duddon, Nr Tarporley, 

Cheshire CW6 0EP 
Tel: 01829781379 

Www.crfswimmingpools.co.uk 

 

Tarvin News and Post 
Office 

Tel: 01829 458399 
• 7 day delivery of News and  

• Magazines 

• National Lottery Agent 

• Stationary 

• Office Stockists of Orchard  
 Educational Toys and Puzzles 

• Wide selection of greeting cards 

• Banking Services 

• Bill Payments 

• Foreign Currency and Holiday In-
surance 

• Other usual Post Office Services 
 

Please support your Post Office 
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FINEST QUALITY FARM FRESH MILK 
Finest quality milk including Organic Milk 

ALSO EGGS, BREAD, FRUIT JUICE, WATER ETC. 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT MILKMAN 

So don’t delay call us today to set up your regular delivery 
Tel: TARVIN 01829 740272 

T.H.LIGHTFOOT & SONS 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

A 24 hour personal and caring service giving 
dignity and respect with traditional values. 

Dedicated Chapel of Rest - Monumental Service 
Pre-arranged funeral and prepaid funeral plans. 

 

 
111 High Street 

Tarporley 
Cheshire 

CW6 0AY 
Telephone 01829 733808 

After two years of cancellations due to Covid, the Village Fete will be 
back on July 2nd and this year St Andrews and St Peters will be taking 
the lead in organising the event. 
There will be all the usual attractions that we all love including the 
fairground rides, the Dog Show and the Tug of War.  This year, the 
procession will start from St Andrews and then turn into the High 
Street.  From there it will follow the traditional route. 
The fete wouldn’t be the same without all the lovely stalls offering you 
a huge variety of local goods or sale.  If you would like to book a stall 
at this year’s fete, please email to stalls-tarvinfete@outlook.com 
We always need lots of people to help us with organising and running 
this important event.  If you would like to be a part of the fete or if 
you can help us in any way, please email to jinks1107@aol.com  We’d 
love to hear from you. 
 

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
mailto:jinks1107@aol.com
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Carlin Sunday 

Carlin peas are a traditional northern food eaten during lent on Passion Sunday, 
the Sunday before Palm Sunday. They are a small, hard brown pea known by 
many other names, such as; Maple Peas, Pigeon Peas, Brown Peas and Black or 
Grey Badgers and were first recorded during Elizabethan times. 
The eating of Carlin peas during the period of Lent bears no religious signifi-
cance but instead, seems to be linked to the civil war of 1644, where Royalist 
Newcastle was under siege from the Scots.  The lack of food meant that the 
people on both sides of the River Tyne were dying of starvation. Legend has it 
that a French ship managed to dock at Newcastle with a cargo of Maple 
Peas.  Other tales, tell of a ship, laden with peas, which became stranded at 
South Shields a fortnight before Easter Day. The peas were washed ashore 
and salvaged by the locals. 
 
The real story is lost in time but for centuries, Passion Sunday (the fifth Sun-
day of Lent) in some Northern regions of England, became known as “Carlin 
Sunday” and the small brown peas became popular at this time. 
 
I remember my Mother-in -Law from Sunderland telling me the rhyme  “Tid, 
Mid, Miseray, Carlin, Palm and Pace-Egg Day”, which helped people remem-
ber the order in which the Sundays in Lent fall. 
Apparently, the saying is derived from the psalms, hymns and Sundays of Lent. 
Tid – Second Sunday in Lent when the Te Deum Laudamus hymn was sung, 
Mid – The third Sunday when the Mi Deus Hymn was sung. 
Miseray – the fourth Lenten Sunday, was when the Miserere Mei Psalm was 
chanted. 
Carlin – Passion Sunday, the fifth Sunday in Lent, adopted by the North East-
ern regions as Carlin Sunday. 
Palm – Palm Sunday, the sixth and final Sunday of lent. 
Pace Egg – A corruption of “Pasch” from the Latin and Greek root for “Easter”.  
 
Cooking Carlins 
There are a number of methods of cooking and eating these small peas. 
These vary greatly from just soaking the peas overnight, then after rinsing, 
boiling until tender. They can then be served hot as an accompanying vegetable, 
or fried  in butter,  adding brown sugar and sometimes Rum. 
They can also be  eaten cold with salt, pepper and vinegar. 
Served like this, they were to be found on the bars of many North Eastern 
pubs on ‘Carlin Sunday’ 
(Note - salt should never be added during cooking as this actually stops the 
cooking process.) 
 

http://www.elizabethan-era.org.uk/elizabethan-times.htm
http://www.british-civil-wars.co.uk/military/1644-north.htm
http://www.paulreevesmusic.co.uk/features/tedeum.html
http://www.ancientgroove.co.uk/essays/allegri.html
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Woodland Notes  

Our annual Plant Sale. 
For the two years of the pandemic, our plant sales, the principal 
fundraisers for the Trust, have been held in people’s front gardens.  
This has allowed them to continue but has meant that one of the vil-
lage’s “events” on the High Street could not take place (and has also 
deprived Tarvin Methodist Church of a valuable fundraiser.)  Now 
that there seems to be a chance of things getting back to something 
like normal, Trustees are planning the return of the Plant Sale to the 
High Street in the middle of May this year. 
 

The Plant Sale for 2022 will be held on the forecourt of Tarvin 
Methodist Church on Saturday 14th May between 10am and 12.00 
Noon.  As usual, there will be a wide range of herbaceous and bedding 
plants, shrubs, vegetables, tomatoes and many others.  Indeed, where 
you have surplus plants, we would be grateful if you could pot them up 
and pass them our way – we can supply you with pots – just phone me.  
At the same time, Tarvin Methodist Church will be running a Coffee 
Morning and selling its famous bacon (or sausage) baps!  It is a High 
Street event not to be missed – make a note of the date in your dia-
ry! 
 

The Woodland “wakes up”. 
One of the problems I encounter when writing these notes each 
month is that I am thinking about the woodland perhaps two or three 
weeks in advance of you reading it.  This may not sound a lot – but 
change can happen very quickly at this time of year.  For instance, I 
hadn’t walked in the woodland for almost a week when I took Bertie 
for a walk earlier this week.  Previously, there had been some snow-
drops in flower but very little else in the way of flowers was evident.  
This week, the snowdrops had, in places, turned into what looked like 
pieces of white carpet and a solitary clump of primroses shone like a 
shaft of yellow sunshine, even on a really dull day.  The unseasonably 
warm weather is resulting in “spring” arriving earlier and earlier and 
that makes it even more difficult to try to predict what will be in 
flower at a particular time. 
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When you read this in early March, there will probably be garden daf-
fodils in flower where guerrilla gardeners have previously planted 
bulbs but, despite St David’s Day being on 1st March, I think it unlike-
ly that our wild daffodils in the meadow alongside Fairfax Avenue will 
have come into flower that early.  More likely to be flowering are the 
beautiful white Wood Anemones in the area around Hockenhull Lane.  
We might also find Lesser Celandines, the very earliest of the yellow 
buttercup flowers, in little clumps across the woodland.  Once we are 
into March, the rate at which the woodland “wakes up” gathers pace, 
with a greater variety of flowers appearing and the number of flow-
ers throughout the woodland increasing at a tremendous rate!  This 
really is the best time of year to go “spotting” on your walks through 
the woodland.  You will be surprised at how much there is to see and 
amazed at the rate of change which is evident, even sometimes day 
by day! 
 

So much has been going on! 
The months around Christmas are often considered to be the time of 
year when little or no activity goes on outdoors.  However, during the 
past two months, our volunteers seem to have been busier than ever – 
a huge amount of work has been undertaken.  The trimming of the 
woodland hedges was completed and boundary repairs have been made 
to the post and rail fencing that surrounds the woodland, mainly in 
the Saxon Heath section.  Coppicing of some of our many hazels has 
continued, with the sturdy branches being used to top up our existing 
“dead hedges” and to create a new one.  Simultaneously, felling of 
some trees within the wilding area has been undertaken, with the 
brash thereby created also being used in the dead hedges, as well as 
to produce new log piles.  The woodland bird hide has been repaired, a 
second black poplar tree has been planted and a large number of spe-
cially grown wild flowers were  planted in the meadow alongside Fair-
fax Avenue, Trustees have been out with three groups of schoolchil-
dren to look at the woodland in wintertime and a survey of our wood-
land birds has been undertaken twice.  That so much has been accom-
plished in such a short time by so few people is truly amazing – and 
they have enjoyed every minute!  If you have some time that you 
could spare and would like to join in, please do get in touch with me. 
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Our website. 
Everything that is going on in the woodland is well documented on our 
very extensive (and frequently updated) website.  Do ‘visit’ us at:- 
www.tarvincommunitywoodland.org 
 

Charles Bradley  
4, Andrew’s Close, Tarvin,  
Chester.  CH3 8LN. 
Tarvin (01829) 741172 

 

 
For Hire 

 
Tarvin Parish Rooms 

 
A Hall with toilets and a small kitchen 

Next to St Andrews Church 
 

From only £7:50 per hour 
 

For full details please contact the Church Warden 
David Ferguson 

39 Deansway, Tarvin 
Tel: 02829 741192 

Email: davidhferguson@hotmail.com 

http://www.tarvincommunitywoodland.org
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Back in the Days ! 

Back in the days of tanners and bobs,  
When Mothers had patience and Fathers had jobs. 
When football team families wore hand me down shoes, 
And T.V gave only two channels to choose.  
Back in the days of three penny bits,  
when schools employed nurses to search for your nits. 
When snowballs were harmless; ice slides were permitted 
and all of your jumpers were warm and hand knitted. 
Back in the days of hot ginger beers,  
when children remained so for more than six years. 
When children respected what older folks said,  
and pot was a thing you kept under your bed. 
Back in the days of Listen with Mother,  
when neighbours were friendly and talked to each other. 
When cars were so rare you could play in the street.  
When Doctors made house calls; Police walked the beat. 
Back in the days of Milligan's Goons,  
when butter was butter and songs all had tunes.  
It was dumplings for dinner and trifle for tea,  
and your annual break was a day by the sea. 
Back in the days of Dixon's Dock Green,  
Crackerjack pens and Lyons ice cream. 
When children could freely wear National Health glasses,  
and teachers all stood at the FRONT of their classes 
Back in the days of rocking and reeling,  
when mobiles were things that you hung from the ceiling. 
When woodwork and pottery got taught in schools,  
and everyone dreamed of a win on the pools. 
Back in the days when I was a lad,  
I can't help but smile for the fun that I had. 
Hopscotch and roller skates; snowballs to lob.  
Back in the days of tanners and bobs.  
 
        David Woods 
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 Vicar 
 
 
 
Curate 

Parish Website:   www.tarvinparish.com  

Revd Adam Friend, 01829 740354   or    07984003665 
The Vicarage, Church Street, Tarvin, CH3 8EB                                             
Email address: tarvinparish@gmail.com 
 
Revd Barbara King                  01244 300756                                           

Clergy  Donald Marr            741302 
 

Richard Tuckwell        
732732 

Readers  Mary Burgess          740716  Jo Richards               
741474   

Ron Fuller               740559  Colin Haworth  
07584419348    

Parish Wardens 
 

David Ferguson, 39 Deansway, Tarvin                       741192                                                             
Peter Ladd, 4 Smithy Court, Clotton                        781788 

SA  Director of Music 
       Verger 
        Bell Tower Captain 

Ken Fayle 
Sandra Turner 
Colin Haworth  

07711058835 
749310 

07584419348  

PCC           Treasurer 

                   Secretary 

David Caddell 740554 

Jane Holmes 740564 

Treasurer 
Secretary 

(Currently Peter Ladd) Volunteers Welcome 
Pat Briscoe 

 
732515 

Safeguarding Officer Jenny Burkhill-Howarth 740319 

Women’s Group Rev Barbara King  

Grapevine  Paul Mercer     tarvingrapevine@gmail.com 309306 

Gift Aid David Caddell  

Z Team (Churchyard) Mark Wyatt 
Ron Fuller 

740909 
740559 

 
Tarvin Parish, St Andrew’s and St Peter’s takes its duty and obligation to protect 
all extremely seriously. We have adopted the national Church of England's robust 
procedures and guidelines. You can find out more about the national policies and 
procedures at www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding. If you have any safeguard-
ing concerns or issues of a safeguarding matter then you can find useful contact 
information at www.chester.anglican.org/social-responsibility/safeguarding 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.churchofengland.org%2Fsafeguarding&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe51ea1618a848ae419c08d69ff090e4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636872252903943374&sdata=kx9Ns0yif4MoFZO%2FQyOKHi7L8vLxKGLJ
https://www.chester.anglican.org/social-responsibility/safeguarding/

